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MEDIATION PRACTICUM 

rev. June 2017 

The DRC offers a practicum for those who have completed the 40-hour Professional 

Mediation Training and wish to continue building their skills as well as volunteer for the 

Center.  This program is offered at a cost of $50 for those who have taken the 40-hour 

training through the Thurston County DRC.  For those who have taken an equivalent, 

basic 40-hour mediation training course at another institution, there is a practicum fee of 

$175. 

The practicum includes the following steps: 

1. Completion of a take home exam, which includes a number of questions based 

on course material to be answered with short essay paragraphs, within six 

months of completing the 40-hour training. 

2. After review of the exam by DRC staff, a meeting with a staff person to review 

the exam. 

3. Observation of seven (7) or more different mediation sessions, to total at least 20 

hours, including assisting with set up before and engaging in debrief following 

mediation session.  Observations will be considered accomplished with the 

submission of a completed observation form to the Volunteer Manager for each 

mediation session. 

4. Successful completion of a Mock Mediation, co-mediated with another mediator-

in-training, and with coaching and feedback by DRC staff.   

5. Co-mediation of eight (8) or more different mediation sessions with a certified 

DRC lead mediator, to total at least 24 hours.  Lead mediators will mentor and 

critique trainees, and co-mediations will be considered accomplished with the 

submission of a completed certification critique form to the Volunteer Manager for 

each mediation session. 

6. Completion of twelve (12) or more hours of additional education, including but not 

limited to: in-services, conference attendance, book reviews, mock mediations. 

7. Meeting with a DRC staff person to review trainee files and assess key mediation 

skills, as outlined by Resolution Washington, attached. 
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Practicum Guidelines 

 The practicum process should be completed within a two year period of the exam 

review.   

 The Thurston County DRC reserves the right to assign sessions for observation 

and mediation to practicum participants on a case-by-case basis, taking into 

consideration the best interests of all parties involved. 

 The Thurston County DRC assesses practicum students on an ongoing basis for 

skill acquisition.  We give feedback to each student about the skill development 

yet to be achieved.   

 The Thurston County DRC does not guarantee that students will successfully 

achieve certification, even though they may meet minimum requirements.  We 

reserve the right to use our discretion in mediator certification, in accord with 

Resolution Washington Mediator Certification Guidelines. 

Once certified, mediators will maintain certification by:  

 completing 10 hours of continuing education per year, or 30 hours in three years, 

including: 

o attending classes, conferences, and in-services 

o training, coaching, mentoring 

o participating in peer review, self-study, reading, roundtable discussions 

 completing a minimum of two mediations per year 

 demonstrating competency by participating in a mediator practitioner review with 

DRC staff at least every two years 

 

 

 


